A country practitioner has seldom any opportunity to do more than attend to the work that lies before him in his daily life. In nothing, perhaps, does he feel this more than when, called upon to write an Address such as this, he becomes aware that the facility in writing he may once have had when he left college is gone, and that no amount of ink used now can make up for the neglect of the pen in years gone by. This Prof. Simpson thought the Society could not proceed to the hearing of the first paper without expressing to the President the pleasure with which they had listened to his extremely interesting Inaugural Address. The subject had been very aptly chosen, and dealt with in a masterly style. The Society must necessarily always be deeply interested in the question of the use of anaesthetics in midwifery, and all its members would be found to be in agreement with the President in his practical conclusions.
